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SPEECH. 



In the House of Representatives of tlic Uniicd States. The House being; in Committee of the 
ydiole on the slate of tlie Union, and liaving under consideration a Bill making appropriations for the 
support of the Army, for the year ending the tiiirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
tie, 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, said- 
Mr. Chairman : After sitting liere a very attentive member of this body for 
. nearly eight months, listening with great pleasure, and occasionally with some in- 
ilruction, to gentlemen on all sides of this House ; and, after being detained here 
now about nine hours since we met this morning, I feel too much exhausted to sub- 
mit the views I wish to present to this committee on some of the questions and sub- 
jfcU that now agitate the public mind, as I would like to do in th Congress of the 
United States. 

Nevertheless, I am determined, having now obtained the floor for the first time 
during this session, when I could discuss questions of a genera^ naluie and of public 
interest, to proceed with my rem.arks. And I shall do so with t ^at freedom and 
boldness which becomes a Representative of a free and intelligent people, neither 
caring for the men who occupy, temporarily, the high places in the country, nor for 
any others who may follow in their train. I shall proceed to express the views I 
entertain upon these public questions as best 1 may, and as I deem it my duty to 
express them, in accordance with the well-settled opinions of the majority of those 
- who sent me here. 

I concur most heartily ir*. many of the views of my distinguished friend, the hon- 
orable gentleman from the city of New York, (Mr; Tallmadge,) as to the vast waste 
of time in this House, the irregularity of our proceedings, and the strong necessity 
of some reform in regard to the rules of proceeding in the House of Representa- 
tiresj in order to prevent that disorder, that oppression, and that injury now inflicted 
upon a vast portion of the people of the country, and procure the more equal distri- 
bution of the time of the House to the several Congressional districts of the United 
States. 

Of the two hundred and thirty members composing this House, only some forty 
or fifty are permitted to take part in its deliberations and discassions ; and those 
of us, who are styled new members, are virtually excluded from all participation 
in the proceedings of this body by the oppressive rules of the House. It is 
disreputable to the Representatives of the people of the United States, that they 
cannot here form a system of rules which will allow eveiy gentleman to take part 
in the debates, and express freely the wishes and views of his constituents. If it 
iiemy lot to be sent back here, I will urge the necessity of such a revision of the 
j rales, as shall restrain the men who obtrude themselves upon this House too frequently, 
ad wluph shall tend to equalize the time among the various Congressional districts 
tf the people of the United States. Thus much. I say, in order that my constituents 
I say understand how it is, that I, in common with so many otjier members, so rare- 
ly have had an opportunity to expr€;ss my views ; and that the country may knovr 
shy itis, that many of the intelligent members on all sides of the House, many of 
me on the opposite side of this Hall, as well as many of my political friends 
Lfound me, are not heard during a lon^ session of Congress. 

laow proceed. 

Mr. Chairman,' we are now in Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
"p<athe bill making appropriations for the support of the Army of the United States 



for the year ending the 30th June, 1849 ; a bill appropriating a vast amount of it,o. 
ney, some ten or twelve millions of dollars, for the support of this branch of the 
public service alone. I am content to leave the framing of this bill, the approprii. 
tions therein proposed, the examination of the estimates upon which they are 
founded, and all its details, to the intelligent Committee of Ways and Cleans who 
have reported it ; for it is well known to this committee, that it is impossible for in- 
dividual members to investigate every item. I shall willingly vote lor the whole 
amount asked for, as I have readily and cheerfully voted for all necessary siipph^, 
^ince I have had the honor of a scat in this House. And I here take occasion to 
^y, that Avhile some of our political opponents have taunted the Whig party as un 
willin'^ to vote supplies to carry on the General Government, some ol the distin- 
guished and leading members on the opposite side of this H( ase— amongst whom!, 
might name the ex-chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, (!\Ir. McKat,1 h 
now a member of that committee, and after he had aided to mature the bill for . 
Ihe su'jport of the Navy of the United States— witliheld their votes from that bill, 
Nay, sir, they voted against it. And thus this important arm 6f our National dc 
ifence, that which guards the commerce of the country, thut Navy which protects p 
our extensive sea-board, and carries the flag oi the Republic in honor around our^ 
coast and throughout the whole world, must rely for a majority vote in this House 
upon the Whi'' party ! Yes, sir ; the honorable member from North Carolina, and 
hiany gentlemen on^that side of the Hall, afler voting against the Naval Appropria-, 
tio^'bill, stand up here, and with an impudence and effrontery as glaring as it is [ 
untrue, accuse the Whig party of withholding supplies for the army and navy, and - 
hi the support of the civil government of the United States. 

\ listened with much pleasure to my honorable colleague, (Mr. Miller,;| who has 
hist taken his seat, and I was glad to see him have the opportunity of expressing, 
for the first time, his views upon some of the great questions of the day. But I 
think he was peeuliarly unfortunate in making his first demonstration upon the so, 
called " Compromise bill/' which was sent here the other day from the othet 
branch of Congress, and which he commends to the favorable notice of the country, 
While he denounces us upon this side for promptly laying that biU upon the table. 

My colleague must have forgotten that, during the last session of the General, 
Assembly of the State of Ohio, a resolution was passed by both branches, unani-: 
ftiously, or nearly so, instructing our Senators, and requesting our Representatlvej, 
in Con<n-e.ss, to vote to incorporate the principle? of the ordinance of 1787, into any 
law that mic-ht be passed to establish a territorial government for Oregon, or any 
territory we might acquire from Mexico by treaty, or otherwise} and that, m tbe 
'^otein this House, five only of the twenty-one Representatives from the State ol 
Ohio, voted against laying that bill on the table. Then, sit, how is the sense of 
[State of Ohio declared here? A very large majority of her Representativfes-^alltie 
Whi<^ Representatives who did vote, and four of the nine Democratic niembers Iroin 
the State of Ohio who gave a vote on that occasion— united to lay that iniscaue 
''Compromise bill" on the table, and for the very best reasoiis, which, it my time 
^oes not prove too short, I propose to inquire into. „ ' c.. «( 

fiat I will remarfc here— and the country fehould know— that whde th^. Senate tf 
th& United States have spent nearly five months in d^scussmg the gfeatpnnc F 
invblved in this "Compromise bill," which they have just pret»ared and sent to ffi 
Rafter a discOssidh which has elicited the bfest talents of the land-m wbch m 
{Ifemen from the North and from the South, ftorh the East and West, hjte 
With each other in the strongest and ablest arguments they ttould adduce-theynae 
tiief together, and sent us a "Compromise b'lU," not sustained by a vet^ latge m 
jority of their own body, which they expected us t^'Pa^^ without aiscuss^^ aiCT 
days. Sir, we could not do it. It is well koown, Mr. Chairman, 
part of this session a bill providing a territorial government for the^Tefritoty orvK 
mi Was reported by the honorable member from Indiana, f Mr. Cali:S ^J;"'^ 
Iho fs clia&rtian of the Committee on Territories, prepared by that comtrnftei, an 



that at the very time the ''Compromise bill" came to us from the Senate, our own 
iall relating to Oregon was under discussion, and was nearly matured; that the bill 
which originated in this House for that purpose has been since passed by this body, 
jjidis now before the Senate for their concurrence. That bill passed this House by 
j fote of more than two to one; and a section excluding slavery from Oregon for- 
ever, was made a part of it. In this way we have shown to the country our desire 
to act promptly for the people of Oregon, and have demonstrated to the country 
^at we laid that "Compromise bill" on the table, not with a view to defeat the 
organization of the Territory of Oregon, but that the House of Representatives, at 
least, are willing to grant to that country what they desire, and what has too long 
been denied to them. 

Yes, Mr. Chairman, a territorial government of the bes-t kind has been given to 
to them by this House; such as was guarantied to all the northwestern territory, 
which has grown up under it so admirably, that the free institutions of the States 
which have been forined out of it, are the admiration of all the world; and whose 
prosperity and growth in everything that renders man great, and prosperous, and 
happy, have been the miracle of the age in which we live. 

I intend before I get through to recur more particular^ to this subject; that is, 
to the form of government which the Congress of the United States shall give to 
Oregon, and to the territories we have acquired from Mexico. 

I understand that the chairman of the Committee on Territories (Mr. Smith, of 
Indiana) announceu to this House, that he was ready to present to our considera- 
tion carefully prepared bills, for the newly acquired territories of California and 
New Mexico; and that he has not yet, under the rules of the House, been allowed 
to report them. There is ample time to pass those bills. I trust if they come be- 
fbrfc us in the proper form that they Will be passed. I am ready to give my vote 
for such bills at any time. 

I wish now to present some views, Mr. Chairman, upon a stibject which is deepljf 
agitating the public mind, and which, it seems to ine, has not been properly esti- 
Biated in the discussions in this committee. I mean the great subject of the Veto 
Fwer, as conferred by the Constitution of the United States upon the President, 
jftd the manner in which it has been exercised for the last fifteen or twenty yeirs, 
by our Presidents — ^particularly by the present Chief Ma^strate. 

To examine the conduct of the men who are temporarily invested with prwer by 
tiie people, and to scrutinize their acts whilst they occupy the high places of the 
Ecpublic, and thereby guard the public interest end the Constitution which we are 
sworn to support, is the great duty of a Representative of a free people; and this 
My I shall endeavor faithfully to perfortti. 

1 shall, in the f:rst place, review as briefly as I can, some of the leading measures 
of the Federal Government, since Mr. James K. Polk, the present , chief magistrate, 
ctene into office; and exhibit to the country, the enormous and alarming tendency 
of the party now in office, to concentrate the powers of this Govemrnent, m the hands 
(rf i>»e man, thereby changing in practice the beautiful theory of our republicart 
Government, to a tyrannical despotism. 

For this purpo?se let us look back for a moment to the 4th March, 1845. 

On that day, the President of the United States, "was inaugurated, with all the 
toas and ceremonies usual on such occasdons; and, in looking over his inaugural 
a^drfeas, our attention is arrested by several important indications therein given, of 
the course of policy which he intended to pursue. 

, With a predetermination to exercise all the extraordinary powers which he 
Ai^ht desire to usurp during his administr.ition, in that inaugural address he fore- 
ififtdows his design to exercise frequently the Presidential veto^ btf '* subslihiiing tht 
discretion and caprice of the Execuhve,^^ fdr tb^ T^illef the majority of thiepeo- 
^) as ejtpressed by their Represeiitatiyes in Congress. I will ask the attention of 
^8 cojnmittee, and of the countiy, to these reraancable sentences in that first presi- 
dential declaration of President Polk: 
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"This most ndmira'o'.c system of well rcgMlateJ self-£,'overnnicnt among men, ever deviKod by )n,. 
man minds, has been tested by its sueecssful operation for more than halt a century; and if preserved 
from ihc usxtrpations of the Feueyal Govemvunt on the one hand, and the exercise by the Siatea of pov/era 
not reserved to thtm on the other, will, I fervently iiope and believe, endure for a2;es to coine, and 
dispense tl>e ble39inu;s of civil and religious liberty to distant generations. To effect objecUs sq dear 
t'> every patrio;, I shall devote my-self with anxious solicitude. It mil be imj dtsire to guard a<^a'mtihat 
most fruitful source of danger to the hamomovs wtions of our system, which consists t'n substilutinc: the mm 
discreiion und caprice of the ExeciUite, or ofmajo, Uies in the legislative departmnt of the Governmmt, fir 
powers tchich have been itithluld from the Federal Government by the Conslitutiou. By the theory of our 
Goveifiment, majorities ru!e." * * "That the blcssinsrs of liberty which our Constitution secures, may 
be enjoyed alike by majorities and minorities, the Executive lias been wisely invested with a qualified 
re/o u^jon the acts of the legislature. It is a nes;ative power, and is conservative in its cliarncter. It 
arrests for the time, hasty," inconsiderate, or unconstitutional legislation, and transfers ouestions at is. 
sue between the legislative and executive departments, to the tribunal of the people. Like all other 
powers, i» is subject to be abused." 

Here, sir, we have an argument in favor of the veto power, even in the inaugural 
address of Mr. Polk. The first sentence in this declaration is one of those truisms 
to which none of us object. All are of opinion that our cdistitutional form of re- 
publican Government, is the wisest and best devised, ever formed by men ; and to 
preserve it from usurpations by the Chief Executive Magistrate of the Federal Go- 
vernment should be a primary object with every American patriot. Nor should the 
States of this Union exercifse powers not reserved to them. 

But the promise at that time, made by the President of the United States, has 
been grossly and frequently violated. The " discreiion and caprice of the Executive,'''' 
to use his own words, have been frequently substituted for the constitutional duty 
to guard against federal usurpations; and the most salutary legislation has beea 
thwarted, and rendered null and void, by the capricious and criminal interposition 
of the Executive veto. Who shdll decide what powers are withheld from the legis- 
laiive deprirtment of this Government, from Congress, by the Constitution of the 
United States? Did any man of sense, did any free American citizen, who can read the 
Constitution, and understand his rights and his dignity as an American citizen, ever 
grant for a moment, that any President — much less Mr. Jan es K. Polk — was to de- 
cide what powers the Constitution withheld from Congress? Surely not I Have we 
not a Supreme Court of the United States, whose duty it is to give a constructira 
to your laws when necessary, and to decide upon their constitutionality? But it 
seems to me very manifest that when these sentences were uttered, Mr. Polk had a 
presentiment that his opinions weie behind the age in which he lives; that they 
•were at variance with the Constitution of his country; that a majority in Con- 
gress had long since condemned and repudiated them; and that it was necessary in 
advance to shadow them forth, and to intimate to Congress that this kingly power, 
tjhis monarchical feature in our Constitution, should be held up to them, to intimidate 
the Representatives of the people, and drive them into a craven submission to his 
will and power. 

I trust, Mr, Chairman, the day may never arrive, when any intelligent Represen- 
tative of the people, will be so recreant to his high and responsible trust, as to con- 
sult, in advance, the opinions and views of any President, as to what his rights 
are under the Constitufion. But that he may study that great charter of our free- 
dom, and study the history of the men who formed it, and the circumstances under 
which they acted, and be guided rather by the glorious lights and intellects of the 
Revolution, than by any Will-of-the-Wisp Lanterns of Locofoco Democracy. 
Truly was it said, in that inaugural address, that "the most fruitful source of dan= 
ger to the harmonious action of our system consists in substiiuting the mere discre- 
iion and caprice of the Executive, for powers which have been withheld from the 
Federal Government by the ConstituUon. " Yes, sir, not only a fruitful source o- 
danger to the harmonious action of our rep ;i)lican system, but to the rights of th& 
people, as they are guarantied by the Constitution of the United States. 

llie legislative power of this country is vested in the Congress of the United 
States, Let us read from the Constitution ilself, what is said on this subject^ The 
first section of the first article of that great charter of American freedom reads thus : 
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Alllegishiive poivers herein graittcd^ shall be vested in a Congress of the United 
States, which shaU consist of a Senate and House of Rcprcsentniives.''' 

And this is the whole power. And though the laws passed by Congress are, by 
the Constitution, to be submitted to the President for his approval, yet it never 
^.v-as contemplated by the framers of it, that the mere ^'discretion and caprice of 
ike Executive''^ should be substituted for the will of a majority of the Congress of 
the United States. 

That inaugural address further declared, ''that by the theory of our Government 
majorities rule;" as if to indicate to us, in advance, that no matter how important 
the legislation of Congress, no matter how wise, how necessary, how indispcnsrible 
to the general welfare, or how imperiously demanded by the calls of the people, or 
the demands of justice, yet it is only by the theory of our Government that a ma- 
jority can enact laws to meet the pressing exigency of the times, and that a Presi- 
dential co-operation is absolutely indispensable in all cases. That a majority of 
Congress, no matter how large and decided, should not control, under any circum- 
stances, but that the Presidential prerogative must be conciliated and consulted; and 
that no act of legislation should pass except by the odious two-thirds rule, unless it 
be the will and pleasure of one man — the federal Chief Magistrate. 

How odious is this unfounded and unconstitutional pretension to the great body 
of the people ! How utterly at variance with the practice of the Government under 
the early Presidents ! And how arbitrary and anti-democratic in practice ! How to- 
ially at war with the administration of Thomas Jefferson, whose name fs con- 
stantly on the lips of demagogues, as their exemplar, but whose real example is 
rarely, if ever, followed by any of the modern progressive Democracy. Sir, 
President Jefftrsgn* during the eight years of his administration, never exercised this 
odious veto power. And in the very commencement of the Government, General 
W.^SHiNGTON, during the eight 3'ears of his administration, never exercised it but 
in two instances. Is^either Presidents John Jldatns, John Quijicy Mams, nor J^Iar- 
iin Van Buren, during the twelve years of their administrations, ever exercised this 
odious power. It is anti-republican ; and when used upon mere questions of cxpe- 
diency, as in the case of the J'rench Spoliation bill, or upon the mere discretion and 
taprice of the Executive, tends rapidly and inevitably to enlarge Executive power 
^ad authority, to restrain the free action of the Representatives of the people, and 
to destroy the great objects of legislation. Sir, for what do we assemble here ? Is it 
113 the mere agents of the Executive authority — to raise money, to pass appropriation 
bills to carry on the civil departments, to pay your army and navy > Is it to catch, 
Ijjr such VETO messages as President Polk sends here, the opinions, and to do the 
biddings, of a tyrannical President ? No, sir ; no. 

The people have elected us as their Representatives, who know their wants, to 
present their opinions upon public questions, to redress their grievances, to protect 
*heir just rights, to guard the public interests, to legislate for their best interests, 
public and priviite, as we deem best, and as the true interests of the country de- 
mand. We do not sit here to inquire and act as the President may dictate. But 
receiving from him the usual information as to the state of the Union, which he is 
required by the Constitution to communicate, we are thereupon required, by the 
oaths we have taken lo support the Constitution, to act upon our own judgments and 
!inowledge of the ints of the people of ihe country, without reference to the Pres- 
ident's opinions Now, sir, what do we hear in this House, almost daily, in 
debate ? Why, sir, inquiries the most oFensire to an independent Representative 
free pecpie 

We are *old by our oppo.ients on the other side of this Hall that General Cass 
??illrtif' ihe Wilmct- proviso, if the Representatives of the peopk should hereafter 
enact ?* , during his term of service, if he be elected, (which God forbid !) And we 
'areprc-^p d with th" inquiry — " What will General Taylor do in the event of his 
«lectioii to the Presidency ?" - If he be elected President, would he veto any 
set itjx might be passed by Congress extending the principles of the ordinance of 
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l'!?87 over the Territories of the United States recently acquired from Mexicq?" 
N"ow, sir, r do not want the fledges ol Lemt^ Cass, or Zachary Ttylor, on this sub. 
ject in advance, as to what either will do if he be elected President of the United 
States. Especially, sir, I do not wish a Presidential candidate, no matter what are 
his opinions on tms or apy other subject, io pledge himself in advance to ihj^ 
course he would pursue, when a bill, passed by both Houses of Congress, maybe 
presented to him for his approval. A patriot and a statesman, who has the goodci' 
his country at heart, and is determined to endeavor to discharge his duty faithfully 
and honestly, under the Constitution, ought not to pledge himself, in advance of his 
election, that he would or would not, as President, veto any particular measure that 
Congress might adopt. It is against the free and untrammelled action and righte 
of American citizens that zjiy pledges of this kind should be brought to bear in our 
popular elections, by any party, or candidate of a party. 

And hence the wide and striking difference in the position of the two candidate? 
now before us for the Presidency. How is this ? ' We find that General Cass ha^ 
according to the assertions of his political friends here, avowed his opposition to ^ 
particular measure so broadly, that, if elected President, he would not approve ^ 
law excluding slavery from the newly acquired Territories. Nay, sir, they assert 
on this floor that he is pledged to veto any such law if passed by Congress ; that 
their candidate for the Presidency would veto a law establishing the Wilmot proviso, 
no matter how large the majority by which it might be passed. So that nothing 
less than two-thirds of this House could enact such a law. And they triumphafl(|y 
ask us — " What will Zachary Taylor do, if he be elected ?" Has he ^iven 
pledges to the American people that he will veto such a law ?" No, sir, he has 
given ho pled^ies to check or thwart tiie will of the people ; andnt is in conform^ 
with the honest character of the man, to act with the delicacy and'proprietybecom; 
ing his position, to refrain from giving pledges in advance, what he will, and wh^t 
he will not 7;cfo. But he contents himself by giving his opinion of the veto powers 
as he understands it, under the Constitution. In what a glorious attitude does this 
place the candidate of the Whig party ? And how f?vorably does his position cqq- 
trast with that of the candidate of the Locofoco party upon this important subjecti 

Our opponents may find ample cause of complaint on the part of the Whigs of ,thp 
Union, when they reflect upon the wonderful strides this enormous power has majfc 
since the inauguration of Andrew Jackson as President of the United States. 
' During the first twenty years after the adoption of the Constitution of the United 
States, that is, during the eight years of General Washington's administration, th^ 
four years of President John Adams's administration, and the eight years of Pre^- 
dent Jefferson's administration, there . were only two occasions upon which the ijjn> 
ecutive veto was interposed. General Washingionf during the eight years he Fas 
President, only exercised the veto power twice : and, Mr. Chairman, this was i& 
the infancy of the Government, when the principles of the Constitution had not been 
studied by the great body of the people and tlieir Representatives, as they hs^v^ 
"been since. ' It is true, that some of those who framed the Constitution were stiD 
in the public service, as members of Congress; but there were many new memberst 
who might, with the best motives, have acted hastily and unadvisedly. 

PresMent John Adams f who administered the Government for four years, nqw 
exercised the vefo power. - J 

President Jefferson did not exercise it at aU during his service of eight years. 

President John Quincy Adam, during his term of four years, n&ver exercised thl? 
extraordinary power. Nor did President Van Buren exercise it during his term 
four years. 

And yet President Tyler, in the short term of four years, exercised this great 
power on seven important occasions, and until his administration became perfectly 
odious to the whole country . - ' 

; President Polk, during his brief occupancy ot the White House, has eserds^l* 
ihis power of the veto oh three most important occasions; defeating, by his, sin^ 



(million, the wishes of large majorities in Congress, in favor of two River and Ifarbor. 
0 and the French iSpolvation bill; the last purely upon the ground of expeduihcy." 
flie Biver and Harbor bills, vetoed by Mr. Polk, were bills of the utmost iitiporlarice' 
to^e commerce of our geat Western lakes and our Western rivers; particAilarly 
Ihe bill passed at the last session of Congress, entitled <^An act to provide for con- 
tiBtog, a certain public work in the Territory of W isconsin, and for other purposes. " 
'JtatDiil was retained by the President, and died "a natural death," not having 
been approved or signed during the Congress in ■which it originated- But having 
;erised all the old and fallacious arguments against internal improvements by the 
Gtneral Government, which were put forth by^himself and others twenty yeara 
ago, when .they weie members of this House, the President of the United States, 
on the 13th day of March last, sent to this House, witLo' c any call from us, and 
fithout solicitation — nay, sir, X might say with an impudence and effrontery unpre- 
c^ented, this River and Harbor bUl, passed by another Congress, .and with whipli 
we had nothing to do, with a most elaS)0rate veto message accompanying it. ifow, 
ar, why was this done? Manifestly with the view of advising us of his old opin- 
itsison this subject, and which he might have thought nppessary, as the great ma- 
ja^y of this Congress is comprised of new members, whose opinions of the powiei;gi 
rfthe General Government upon this highly interesting subject were at variance^ 
flthiis ovirn- By looking at this gratuitous veto message and argument of tba 
F|[esiiden|:. it may be seen that he refers with an air of triumph to that capricious 
iirtWiBJji;4 act of Andrew Jackson, in vetoing what is usually c^ed the Mjay^-t 
nife fipad Hll. Majay gentlemen here will recollect the pircumsta^ices under wmcjn 
v^:t»ili was destroyed by the odious veto. If I recollect the history of tliat vofi^^r. 
uKj it passed both Houses of Congress by the votes of leading and distinguished 
ia«ji))jcsrs of both the great parties in the country. Amongst those who v<Jted ^oE 
tl)»|biUI £ndihe names of Messrs. Benton, Webster, Buchanan, J)oddridgei Bvfrf 
\ Rowm, Richard M. Johnson, and others equally distinguished. It proposed tok 
I ^B^orize a subscription of about $150,000 to the stock of the naacadamized turn,^ 
I dikfi road, leading ftom Maysville to Lexington, in Kentucky; and, this stock, was,]tQ 
1 3^ j^aid and held by the United States, on the same terms as the stock of other^ 
stockholders, in that turnpike road, was paid and held. The road in questiojj„ 
( ii^a li^k in the great daily southwestern post or mail route, branching from th^^ 
i National road at Zanesvillej and passing through Lancaster, Chillicothe, and Wes^ 
llfliOD, in Ohio, to Maysville and Lexington, in Kentucky, and through Nashville, 
ia Tennessee, to Florence, in Alabama,.and was the grea,t po&t road over which ih^ 
il^y mail was conveyed to a large portion of the people in the West and Soutn-i 
^eat. !6ut this appropriation, made in aid of a work at that time deemed nations^ 
iaits character, was vetoed by Andrew Jackson; and the cunning hand and counsejt 
rfl^s prime minister, is visible in ever}' lii^e of that celebrated wcfo. The spleen of 
|ye«(feaf JbcA:50» towards his great rival in the popular esteem, Hejwy Clay, by. 
whose door this road passed, and whose State of Kentucky would have been esseni- 
tially benefitted by it, and the indulgence of that dictatorial and tyrannical temper 
for which he was'noted, induced that veto, which Mr. Polk refers to in justification 
ofhis own message of March last. He says that Jackson's veto put a check upon 
th^polusy of internal improvements. When all of us now know that niore! money 
appropriated for internal iniprovements, during the eight yes^rs of Gen. Jack- 
sctt's administration, than was appropriated under any other administration in. the 
8toe time. Here is a list of appropriations during several of the Presidential terms 
fS'^puriposes of internal iraprotenients by the General Government: 

UB4er Mr. Jeffertjon $48,400 Under Gen. Jackfion. ....t. &10,582,882 

" Mr. Madison 250,800 " Mr. VanBureh ■2,S22,544 

Mr. Monroe... 707,621 " Mr.Tyler... 1,0716,500' 

«; J^^. J. Qt. AaamB,.,..v.:.. 2^310,475 — 
; IiCt me now, Mr. Chairman, ask the attention of this committee, to fiome of the 
HSnsa of tJie Bfiver and Harbor bill, as it is generally called, which Mr. Polk r^ifosed 
t«4Hf96ve, and Whieh he seht to. us voluntarily in March- lasft, as I before? *^«cl. I 



hayp his veto message and the. copy of that bill before me. And I find, aTioneotb^* 
?ii5)ropriations, the following; ^ 

v" Poi' the harbors at Mil\iraukie, f 6,000. ' 

For the continuation of th6 breakwater structure at Burlington, on Lake Champlain $6 000 
' " For the continuation of the breakwater structAire at Plattsburg, on Lake Champlain '*6 000 
, For repairing the harbor'at Buffalo, on Lake Erie, and the continua'.ion of the sea VaJlL.v 
protectldn of the same, $25,000. ' ^aiitoriht 

"' For improving the harbor at Dunkirk, on Lake Erih, i|J5,000. 

" For improving the harbor at Erie, on Lake Erie, $12,000. 
, " For improving Grand River harbor, on Lake Erie, p,000. 

" b\)r iqiproving the harbor at Cleveland, on Lake ■ rie, §10,000. 
:. " For improving the harbor at Sandusky city, on Lake Erie, ^6,000. 
; *« For improving the River Raisio harbor, on Lake Erie, $5,000. 

" For constrvcting a dredge-boat, to be used on Lake Erie, ^12,000. 

" For improving the h'arbo;- at St. Joseph, on Lake Michigan, $6,000. 

" For improvihg'the harbor at Michigan city, on Lake Michigan, $12,000. 
■ " For improving the harbor on Chicagb, at Lake Michigan, $8,000. 
- ' '* For constructing a dredge boat to be used on Lake Michigan, $12,000." 

' Now, sir, these appropriations were made by Congress, after mature consideration 
aiid with full knowledge of their importance to the great commercial interests of the 
counlry. Many of them were made with particular reference to that vast domestic 
Cblhinerce thst has grown up on our northern lakes, and in the security and protec- 
tion of whith the whole western country is directly intere:^ted. Who, on this floor 
has not been fully advised of the immense amount of losses, of life and property oa 
the gi'eat lakes, whose harbor . thesis appropriations were intended to improve? 'aII 
a?e well advised of the absolute necessity of these appropriations; and that thdse 
great- harbors have been somewhat improved by repeated . appropriations by Con- 
gress, which have been heretofore approved by the Executive. But it is equally 
well known that contifiued appropriations are neces'?ary for many of those objects, 
and that they are of a general nature, in which the whole country is interested, and 
not tht; inhabitants of one State alone. That to regulate and facilitate this orekt 
commerce '•'among' the States," is within the constitutional power of Congress," and 
that it has often been exercised. But it must now- be suddenly arrested by the cap- 
rice of one man, by the arbitrary discretidn of Mr. James K. Polk, who temporarily 
fills, the chair at the White House! Away with such absurd, such ill-timed, such 
erroneous exercise of Executive power! 

Look at the small sum appropriated for the lake harbors in the State of Ohio. 
Only $19,000 to improve three of her principal harbors on the shore of Lake Erie; 
and even this small sum is insultingly denied her. Look at the appropriation of 
^25,000 for repairing the harbor at Buffato, bordering on a great and growing ind 
beautiful city, that conimands an immense amount of the business of the lakes, and 
which it is of the utmost importance to the western country should be kept in good 
repair; and even that small appropriation to one of the great commercial points in 
New York is withheld by the odious veld df President Polk. 
. Let us l66k at this bill a little further. I find, amongst other items, . 

; ",Fo.r completing the Delaware breakwater, $30,000. , 

»' For the improvement of Savannah harbor and the naval anchorage near Fort Pulaski, 425,000. 

" For continuing the public works and removing the obstructions in the Hudson river, $25,000. 

" Fbr the improvement of the Ohio river above the falls at Louisville, $40 000. 

«« For the improvement of the Ohio rirer below the falls at Louisville, and of the Mississippi, jfis^ 
iouri, and Arkansas rivers, one hundred and fifty thousand dollars : Provided, That of this sum, no' 
to exceed $25,000, may be applied to the improvement of the 'Mississippi river at St. Loub.ifltliG 
discretion of the Secretary of War." 

Here, then, we find an appropriation by Congress of $40,000 to improve tHc 
Ohio river above the falls, withheld by Mr. Polk, to the' very great injury of all the 
States bordering on that river. This, sir, was an appropriation in which the State 
of Ohio was deeply interested; and particularly , the district I. represent, as it is 
bounded, on the south by that river, and a very valuable commerce is carried on bj. 
6team and other navigation by the people of that part of the State. But Ohio baa 
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[uen neglected; her commercial interests wholly neglected, by the present Federal 
jtdroiaistratian. And why should this be so? Are the ^2,000,000 vf inhabitant* 
fi4in her Jborders always to be neglected by the General Government? Are the 
pj^e of that State, now amounting to one-tenth of the whole population bf the 
^ed States, contributing their full share bf the revenues of the country, and bear- 
inff their proportion of all the public burthens, to be totally deprived of ail the ben - 
oSs intended by the Federal Union? Sir, I warn gentleinen, who u^old this mis- 
cnble, narrow, and contracted policy — if not palpablis dsurpiation of power by the 
pfgsidcnt — that whilst we cheerfully vote all needful supplies for the Government — 
tithatis needed to protect the eastern and southern seaboard,^. and to guard the for- 
{iga commerce of the country— thdt we will not longer stand by as indifferent ppec- 
iitors of this odious and hostile action of the Executive. The whole West will, ere 
!cflg, rise up here as a giant, and drive into utter oblivion and obscurity, those who 
80 cuJpably neglect her interests, and (^arin^ly withhold her just rights. In the 
name of the great State I have the honor m part to represent, I demand of • the 
Genera' Government an equal participation in the appropriationfe'to improve our 
great rivers and harbors; and whilst I have a seat in this Hall, I will never Cease 
to demand it, and to denounce and rebu^ke those who withhold it. 
Tti important appropriation for the improvement' of the rivers Mississippi, Mie-' 
soini.^iid Arkansas, and particularly that of the river at St. Louis, were most inju- 
lioiSly withheld by tiie President; and such a course ought to meet the decisive 
c^demnation of every man interested in the vast commerce of the Mississippi val- 

i^.' ■ . . , ' ■ ■ ■ • , 

ikve thus, Mr. Chairman, noticed a few of the appropriations intended to be 
iiBde])y Congress in this important bill. It comprised thirty-nine distinct' objects 
otintenial improvement, for whidh appropriations were made. It yroposfed no ap- 
pt&jination for a road or canal, but was intended for the improvement of cur great 
Westem rivers and harhors, and other works commenced already, in many in- 
toces, and all of them intimately connected with that great domestic cortimerce 
Mdch ought to receive a due share of our attention, but which is utterly neglected 
ky ftc President of the United States. - ^ 

tlien, Mr. Chairman, I deem it my dc*y here, now, in my plavre in the House of 
Hepreisentatives of the United States, to protest, in the strongest mann6r, in the 
name and for the people I have the bonor to represent, against the tyrannical use of 
tiiis'Cffo power, and lo express their decided opposition, their fixed and determined 
bcstility, to the frequent, capricious, and arbitrary exercise of this high federal, 
iii^rannical power. They believe as I. do, that since General Jackson, came into 
dice; Ais veto power of the President has been hastily, capriciously, uncOiistitu- 
tioDally, and tyrannically exercised. And that the best interests of the people have 
leeaoveriooked and contemned by the too frequent and improper exercisfe of this 
great power; that their representatives have been checked and controlled by the 
sAitraiy will and temper of one man, iii violation of the Constitution and against 
I M deal of useful legislation. They look upon it as one of the important political 
^oafibns now at issue between' the two great parties — if not the greatest and 
iMst important. And they are determined, in this great struggle for Executive usur- 
pfefe'atid prerogative, which threa<tns to absorb all the Legislative powerf to con- 
ttirate it in the hands of the President, and to sink the Represeiitktives of the peo- 
itefctb utter insignificance— lo battle against Executive usui^^ition while they live, 
•itfTTilh all the means they can lawfully exercise. " ' 

Ijpe'ak here not only for my immediate constituents and for myst^lf, but I reitei- 
feiiSe bpinibhs of a large majority, as I believe, of the people of Ohio, who, at a 
^ Convention, held at their State capital, in the month of January last, adopted 
ta^otisly the following resolution, and others of a similar character : 

iwbfil, That we have abiding faith in, and will continue to support with undiminished zeal, die 
Pj^rinciples of the Whig party, avowp4 in former contests — Protection to Am«rican Industry—^ 
Urafornj Currency-— Itjternal Improvaftienta — Opposition to the Sub-Treasury scbeme—ani 
•"wntttng resistance to ^ectUive usurpations. ^ 



Ves^sir, the people of Ohio will resist unrelentingly all "Executive usurpatiQn.iy. 
Aad whilst I hav0,the honor of a seat Here, as oae of their Representatives, 1 
continue to rebuke and denounce it in every mode m which, m my official and 
\ic character, I can rebuke and denounce it. . . .„ 

The proposition of my distinguished : and h^)noral^le colleague, tMr \iNTvK,) 
ma^^^ threarly part of the session, to' esta3[?lish a "Horn^ Department,'' met wilfe 
my hearty approbation. I hope the Ume will soon come, when a Home Depari^esi^ ? 
siih as iiste in many foreign States, wiU be established for the collection and 3k i 
semination of statistical and other valuable information, uv relation to domestic [ 
commerce, internal improvements, agriculture, the mechanic arts, improvemails ^ 
in science and machinery,, and other matters mtimalely connected aud ideatified 

with the best interests of the people. j x i • i r u ♦ j 

Foreign commerce is regulated and guarded by abundant leoislation, but domesbc 
and internal commerce has not received the attention it so imperiously demands; 
in fact, it is almost totally neglected; and, I ask, for what can we make apgropm, 
tions.more bene^cial to all parts of the Union, particularly to the great westera^ 

*^^H^weler, let the blame rest where it belongs. Congress, during the two last sfssr 
sions, passed bills making appropriations fo remove obstructions to our interaal ^ 
commence, but they met with the vetoes of President Polk, because, forsooth, he has -■ 
some conscientious ycruples aboOt.a power which has been pronouncea a coa^hta- 
tional power by many of bur ablest and wisest statesmen, and has been actuafly ex.' 
ercised for more than a quarter of a century. One ground of objection urged by 
President in his Dcfo messages, to these appropriation for internal improyemenfe,' 
is, that the bill of last session appropriated about half a miUion of dollars to iAt^- 
Jne objects of internal improvement, lying in "several States of this Union. F^t 
I find, upon examination, that these thvrty-nin^ appropnations were of immediate 
interest to about 22 States, in which they were to be expended, and of nat.onduih 
portance to the whole United States. And thus the President of the United Stat^s^ . 
objects to aiding the commerce and navigation of the country, by approving aa as-, ] 
propriation of half a mUUon of dollars made by Congress for that purpose, when b 
is w'illinK to approve any am^ount of appropriation bills to cover the expenses of Jie 
M^xSwar, even if they amomitto'ilOb^^ which this House 

solemnly resolved was "unnecessarily and unconstitutionally commenced by hun. 

I intend, Mr. Chairman, to make some remarks upon the subject of slaverx-tA 
snbiect which has been introduced and fully discussed here. It is a subject ol tjij 
Sest interest to the South and to the North; but is it not also a question of equ^ 
^portance, whether the President of the United States shall usurp aU the legislatw^ 

^Mn MEADE°of Vl^inia, here inquired if the genUeman from Ohio would permit 
him to ask a queftjou ? ' 
Mr. Tayloe. Ceitainly. , 
Mr Meade. Will the gentleman from Ohio inform this committee if he beliem 
the President should sign a bill containing provisions which he tlunks unconstit}}; 

^Mr ^TAYtoB,'. I care not what the President thinks is, constitutional or uncpns^- 
tutionaL I never inquire as to his opinions in adoar^e of my action in this Hpus^ 
And I do not stand here to answer questions, relevant or irrelevant, which 
' men of the opposite side— friends of the President^may ask, as to what the ma? 
deat will do. But I stand here as the Representative of a free and enlightened.cjn. 
Itituency, who M^k apd.^«aA; for themselves, without refere^cp to what the r^^Sr 
ieat may iAinjfc, or what he piay threaten to do. ^ ^.««r 

Now? sir, so far as our experience shows, the true mtetest and good of the CftJ:; 
try ^s list promoted by leaving all domestic questions to the legislatures of tte co\^- 

f^A few daya ago, when the bill for establishing the territorial governp^ftt of Owf 
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^va&^ under' consideration, I presented my views briefiy-j against clothing the 
j^f.mor of that Territory with the t'cto power in any case whatever. I referred to 
lie ptactical abuses which might grow up under this odiotts power, when the parti- 
a feelings and violent passions of a governor holding his office for four years, byr 
^tsBtment froni the President, might be exerted against the will of the people, as 
j^Bsed by their representatives. And I alluded, in vindication of ray opiniomi- 
m this subject, to the fact, that in many of the States, wiere the power of the 
:^yas withheld from the governors, that their legislatures acted quite as judiciously,. 
iii3 as much for the true interests of the people, as when this, extraordinary power 
lis tested in the (Governor. Look at the States of Delaware, Maryland, and Vir- 
gifla, aad to the State of Ohio, whose constitutions did not clothe "their governors 
j^the veto power. In Ohio, sir, the General Assembly of the State, consisting. 
i0 members-— 72 in the House, chosen annually, and 36 in the Senate, chosen 
fenniBjly — were supposed by the framers of our State constitution, to be the safest 
jipitories of the legislative power. And they did not even require the governcar 
^tign a bill passed by a majority of both branches of the General Assembly. And 
feteisone are numerous and obvious. Why, sir, who is a governor or President I 
ABcre man — imperfect and liable to all the passions and prejudices of any other 
Bin, ui private or publJc life. And, as "in the multitude of counsellors there is 
s^," surely the majority of both branches of any well organized legislature, who 
sefttsh from the people, and directly responsible to them, is much more likely to 
ja^best of what is most conducive to the public good, and what is best and safest 
iijll emergencies. All are sworn to support the Constitutions, and all are respon- 
se to the great source of aU political power — the people. 

Jaid, SU-, Ohio may v;ell compare with any of her sister States, where the refo 
pj«r is lodged by their constitutions with their governors. I will not particularize, 
butmerely allude in general terms tc the fact, and point with pride and pleasure to 
lisnpid advances in population and wealth, and to the progress of improvements iu 
fitte departn.ento of human skill, industry, and labor in &at State, to verify what 
Iftj: The population of the State of Ohio, in 1800, was 45,365; in 1810, 330,760; 
urn, 581,434; in 1830, 937,679; in 1840, 1,519,467; and now, in 184B, as we 
kftn*, the State contains about 2,000,000 of inhabitants, who enjoy as much 
^ance, comfort, and happiness, as can be found in the same number in any part 
pf fee world. 

Mr. Chairman, in the debate, a day or two since, on this subject, a gentlemaa 
batt>Missourk(Mr. Green) inquired, somewhat tauntingly, of one of my colleagues,. 
(ItiScHENCK,) "What was the amount of the public debt of Ohio?" And the an* 
wmare before the country. I cordially concur in all tha^ was then said by my 
Kfeagfie; and will now add, that the public debt of Ohio is between 19 and 20 
ffilons of dollars, and that the interest thereon is regularly paid. That interesl 
tidways be paid, and, in due time, the principal will be paid also. Let tne s&y, 
tett&fy those who are ■concerned in knowing, that, besides our splendid works of 
teal improvement, connecting the lakes with the Ohio river by two navigable 
iHttfe, with various branches, that a railroad connects the beautiful city of Ciacin- 
; mi with Lake Erie; and that the public works now pay about half the interest on 
_ ia'jiublic debt, and will soon pay all the interest. Besides, her 2,000,000 of in- 
; itkbuis are industrious, enterprising, and intelligent— ic b^g the first dwty of" 
wfiy citizen to engage in some useful labor. I may add j that the list of taxable 
on her tax duplicates largely, exceeds $400^000,000 in value; so that her 
ciebt is comparatively small, 
wste then, sir, Avith one-tenth of the population of the United States, with twenty*- 
filmembers on this floor, and paying one-tenth at least of the revenues a£ the 
•ii^, wliat aid does Ohio get from the Federal Government? Nothing, sir, com- 
ptordy nothing, under any administration. Since the day^, of Andrew Jackson 
j^^w, what has Ohio obtained? When Congress proposes to improve the navi?- 
^jsoj of the Ohio river by an appropriation of $40,000 for that purpose, or hy apt^ 
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propriating $20,000 to improve the harbors on Lake Erie, Mr. Polk says «Ko /! 

jlrbid.'^'' We get nothing, sir, save the empty honor of having one of the host of on, 
fiefeated Locofoco candidates sent to South America as Minister, to brave the d 
sftate and mosquitoes, and to dance with a Brazihan Queen. 

But, Mr. Chairman, the time is coming, and that rapidly, when Ohio wiil b{ 
hiiard, not only in her popular elections, but in the administration of the General 
'I'uovernment. We vote freely all the necessary supplies for your army and um 
for your fortifications, and your civiUist, and "we demand, in the name of the people 
live represent, an equal share in the benefits of the General Government. 

The State of Ohio gave her vote, in 1844, for Henry Clay for President, as shf 
liad given a Whig vote in 1836 and in 1840. And by her vote in 1844 she dis- 
I'iaimed the opinions of Mr. Polk, and the party that sustained him. She then pio- 
aounced against the annexation of Texas. But when Mr. Polk came into offiw 
^nd involved us in a war with Mexico, after the annexation, "unnecessarily an] 
unconstitutionally," as we have voted in this Ifoivse, Ohio did not fail in her duty 
to the country. She promptly obeyed the calls upon her patriotism, and furnished 
all the men that the Administration asked her to furnish. It has been variouslyes- 
timated that, with the five volunteer regiments, and the men recruited by officers of 
the regular army, at the numerous recruiting stations in that State, that Ohio has 
ifurnished from 6,000 to 8,000 men for the Mexican war. This large number com. 
prised men of both parties, Whigs and Democrats. And notwithstanding the base 
And unfounded insinuation of the President of the United States, in his message of 
December, 1846, that those who opposed his policy in the beginning of that wai 
were giving "aid and comfort to the enemy," I atlirm boldl\, that, of the Ohio 
volunteers, quite an equal moiety were Whigs, in principle and in action, whofreel) 
volunteered, and served with honor and credit, in tlie Mexican war. There were 
men of my own district, belonging to the 1st regiment of Ohio volunteers, who served 
with distinguished gallantry and efficiency at the storming of Monterey. I might 
refer to one of the captains in that dreadful conflict, who was found cool and col- 
lected, in the thickest of the fight, leading his men to duty and to victory, and who. 
like Mitchell and Hamer, (the lamented, and generous, and patriotic Hamer, 
whom I well knew,) on that memorable occasion, aided, under the direction of 
Zachary Taylor, to carry the strongly fortified city of Monterey, and •'shruak 
from no responsibility." This captain, when the call was made upon Ohio, was: 
Whig editor in my own district, a highly respectable lawyier, and who held the office 
of major gene-al of Ohio militia; and yet he, prompted by the noblest impulses of 
patriotism, enlisted as a private, was elected a captain, and served, with the tniest 
fidelity and honor, in the Mexican war. I might cite numerous instances to show ho^ 
utterly unfounded was such an insinuation, and how unworthy the high station of a' 
President of the United States. But I ftfrbear. 

I will now proceed, Mr. Chairman, toanother subject—one which, at thistiine,u 
exciting much interest and attention in the country. Now we are at peace with 
Mea»ico, and have, by the treaty with that Republic, acquired Ne w Mexico and Cal- 
ifornia, thereby adding a large extent of territory to out former possessions. We 
have passed a bill in this House to establish a territorial government in Oregon: anii 
it is deemed necessaly by niany that we should at once extend our laws over Cali' 
fornia and New Mexico. And the plan for the government of these Territories has 
been the subject of much discussion and careful examination by Congress. It ij 
well known that a decisive majority in this House is in favor of inserting in anj 
law for the government of these Territories that may be passed by Congress, a pro- 
vision for the perpetual exclusion of slavery therefrom, in the same manner, that,bj 
the Ordinance of 1787, it was prohibited forever in the territorj- northwest of the Oiiii 
river. In a mattef of so much interest as that, I have endeavored to obtain theinoj 
correct information; and I have taken extraordinary pains to ascertain the true ia 
tory of this Ordinance. I examined all the journals of Congress under the Confed 
eration, and found they contained very meagre reports of its origin. I searched thi 
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liberies of Congress, and found tliat the journals of Congress, under the Confedera- 
Ijion, and in the early history of the Covernmeut under the Constitution, contained 
■jothing satisfactory as to the origin of the first plan for governing the western coun- 
(ry. By the kindness of the Secretary of State, I have been permitted to examine 
the manuscripts upon the files of the State Department, and I find the valuable ar- 
chives in that Department,- as connected with the early history of the country, show 
fojae most interesting facts in relation to the Ordinance of 1787; and I note, that, 
Ifhile the foreign correspondence of the Government, during the Revolutionary war, 
ifld subsequently, has in part been printed, yet the domestic correspondence, in 
jo^e respects the most interesting, has never been published. I ho])e the time 
mjy soon come, when Congress Avill cause many of those old manuscripts, and por- 
of that domestic correspondence, to be published, for they would add valuable 
volumes of information, to which the public has not now convenient access, to the 
i public libraries of the country. 

J The result of my search at the State Department was this: I found that the origi- 
^.id report for the government uf the Western territory was made on the first day of 
^Htrch, 1784, by a committee, consisting of Mr. Jefferson, of Virginia, ^ir. Chase, 
lofMaryland, and Mr. Howell, of Rhode Island; that this report is in the handwrit- 
"ing of Mr. Jefferson, and contains, amongst other things, a section prohibiting 
siaxry in the Western territory after the year 1800. 

I applied to the Secretary of State for a copy of that original report, and the pro- 
tjedings thereupon, so far as those unpublished manuscripts show them; but it be- 
injjashe stated, contrary to the rules of the Department, to give copies of those pa- 
pw except upon a call officially made, and not having time to obtain a copy thereof 
Ijthe usual mode of a resolution calling for the same by this House, I am compelled 
breferto the "JVb/w of the ordinance o f 1787," compiled from the same manuscripts, 
od the journals of Congress, and communicated to the National Intelligencer, dated 
° "Washington, August 20th, 1847," by Peter Force, esq., a highly intelligent 
- {ffltleman of this city. These notes I have carefidly compared with the originals,, 
(jidbeiieve them entirely correct. — See Appendix. 

Itinajrbe seen by these rnanuHcripts and proceedings that the original section,. 
_pnAibiting slavery in the Western territory af\er the year 1800, was stricken out 
athe 19th day of April, 1784, on the motion of Mr. Spaight, of Norih Carolina. 
Itepfaawas thereupon adopted, on the 23d April, 1784; and was the law of the- 
laid/until repealed by the Ordinance of 1787; that ia, for about three years. On 
leiSth March, 1785, a motion was made by ^r. ^Titz^, seconded hy Mr. Ellervy 
ythe following proposition be committed: 

"That there shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in any of the States described in the 
iMiTe of Congress of the 23d of April, 1784, otherwise than in the punishment of crimes, whereof the 
Irtjshall hove been personally enilty; and that this regulation shall be cm article of compact, and re- 
M»fur<1amental principle of tlic constitutions between the thirteen original States, and each of tlie 
^described in the said resolve of the 23d of April, 1784." 

^ Tbis proposition was committed, but was not adopted as a part of the resolve of 
:^^ress of the 23d April, 1784. 

1 JeTeral committees were afterwards appointed to prepare a plan lor the tempora- 
^|o*«mment of the Western territory, and a report was made, but no final action 
_j*iad, until the 13th day of July, 1787, when "^n ordinance for the government 
Territory of the United States northwest of the river Ohio,^' was adopted by 
|sAnanimous vote of eight States represented m Congress at that time. 

committee who reported this celebrated ordinance consisted of Mr. Carring-^ 
Virginia, Mr. Dane, of Massachusetts, Mr. R. H. Lee, of Virginia, Mr. Kean, 
^with Carolina, and Mr. Smith, of New York, and as may be seen, was composed 
wyee southern and two northern men. 

a«r. Carrington of Virginia ^and no«; Mr. Jefferson, as has been sometimes er- 
^wttly supposed,) was the cnairmaii of the committee who reported the Ordi- 
of 1787, as it was passed, and now stands on the journals. But the first ap- 
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|iearazi(% of this exclusion of slavery from the Western terriioryy appears, a$ 1^ 
l>efore stated, in the report of Messrs. Jefferson, Chase, and Howell, made on iheh 
March, 1784, and is now ofl file amongst the manuscripts preserved amongst theR. 
«hivB8 of the State De{>aftment. ° 

I have been informed by a gentleman of the highest respectability, and "whoki 
liad the best means of ascertaining the fact, that the section in the original plaa jj. 
portisd by Jefferson, prohibiting slavery ia the Western territory after 

so framed, tor the purpose of enabling a few settlers at Vincennes, KafeW- 
Idas, and other placet' in that territory, who were the owners of slaves in 1784 fe ~- 
«aake their arrangeitjcnts, and provide for the change which that plan contemplatii 
• But as that section was stricken out, and the whole original pjan repealed by iheOt^ 
^iinaace of 1787, slavery was prohibited by the terms of the 6th article, ia the fc!. 
lowing words: ■ ' 

Article tfu Sixth. There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary pervitude in the said terriiory, oibav 
*r<wi ffaim in puhishmetit of crinnes whereof the party shall have beon duly convicted: Prondej jj. ■ 
^y«,ihat any ptrson etcapins; into the Same, from whom labor or service js lawfully claimed ia'ist 
-one of the orfenal States, sDch fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed and conveyed to the person clai& 
ing his or heWabor or sc^ice as aforesaid. 

The 2d section of the Ordinance of 1787, has a provision in favor of the iah^-" 
tants of much importince; and, as I believe, enabled the owners of slaves oatk- 
13th July^ 1787, the date of the ordinance, to retain them under the laws of Virgiiia,"- 
tiierx in force among them, relative to the descent and conveyance of property. " 
And by this provision a very small number of slaves were held after the date of the 
'Ordinance. Though it has been decided by the Supreme Court of the UnitedStates. 
(6th Petejs, P. Men and w. Aspasia, vol. 6, p. 504 j) that a nepo born of ihve 
parents after the date of that ordinance, in the Northwestern territory, was fief,, . 
even if the person was sold and taken to Missouri. 

Thus much I have said to correct some erroneous impressions as to the origijtof = 
the Orclinance of 1787, and of the authorship of that provision, which looked fromtk 
first, to the prohibition of slavery in the Western territory. 

I have voted to extend the provisions of this ordinance to the Territory of Ore jOB. 
1 have voted against the miscalled Compromise bilL" And I shall in accardaaa 
with the resolution of the General Assembly of Ohio, at the last session, vote to is- 
sert similar provisions in any bill we may pass as to California and J^ew Mexica 
That resolution was presented by me in this House on the 3d day of May last, ad 
18 as jfollow." • . „ 

f ' ■ 

Rtmlvtd ftjf the General missemhly of the State of Ohio, That the provWoris of the crrdiirance of 0«-: 
^ress of one thousand seven hundred and ei^hiy-seveu, so far as the same relates to slavery, shoidilx: 
■extended to any territory that may be acquired ifroai Mexico by treaty or otherwise. 

. JOSEPH S. HAWKINS, 

Speaker of the Hovm <if Refresttdt&ttl. - 
CHARLES B. OODDARD, ; 

Fehrwry 25, 1848. Spedkrr of the Snufc | 

And, whilst I am willing and determined to stand by all the compromises at ik\ 
Constitution, and all the lawful rights of our southens fellow citizens, 1 wiUnjEWr,j 
by my vote, extend slavery to Oregon, or to the territory acquired from lkj^xics.j 
Mr. Chairman, there seems to be some miss^prehension in thia committee as tptiivj 
jfeelii^ of the people of Ohio on this subject. 1 believe, sir, that, in that State^wf- 
-are all iov free soil;^ and the effort of Mr. Van Suren, and his party of Barnburn««| 
to distract the Whij? party in Oiiio on this subject will utterly fail. Did not Y*!; 
Buren and hia loet^o fnenda aid to bring Texas into the Union, and there;by exteaj 
«lavery ? Bid they not aid to elect Jamts K. Polk, md thereby promote aod 
Itate us into the war with Mexico? Ho%v, then, can any honest Whijf^ve ujej": 
credjjt for sincerity in their present desire to form a thir^ party, by calling. it, a ffc! 
"Soil party? The Whigs of, Ohio understand Van Buren too well to be. deceived l») 
:aay sach professions. Neither do the abolition efforts of Garrison 4r C^j as repwt 
-cn of their meeting lately held in New York, where they ayer their design toiw 
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^i^ iMs Union, and break down ihi Am&ricm churches, meet •^nth any prmpathy or 
ij^otase from either the Whig or Democratic party in Ohio. They despite such 
^OTipts in any and every quarter. No, sir; the people of Ohio lov<» the union of 
iese States; and they will never forget the paternal counsel of Wash*Kcto.\-. frh^^n, 
jl^fcs Farewell Address, i^ allusion to this subject, he sild to the people of thi - coun- 
Wjrfor ail time: 

'.'It is of infinite moment that you should properly estithate th6 immense va'c of yotsr r£.tior'J 
"Jjjojrtb ^onr coHeclive and individual happiness ; thai you should cherish a Cordia'. habitcal attach- 
to it ; aocufitoTOing yourselves to think and speak of it as of tfae palladiiua of jo-<st political safety 
^prosperity: watching for its preservation with jealous anxiety; diflcountenanciftg -whatever may 
^ggert even asuspicion, that it can in any event be abandoned ; and indignantly frowning upon iJie 
pt Pawning of any altem^t t0' alienate arty portion of out conntrf from th* re?l, to enfeeble the 
,a»j!iltta8 which no«r Utik togetJier the vftnoufc pans." • 

• KoWj sit", I Vish to say * few vfords as to the two candidattes for the Prei?idency; 
%, ts I iiave but St few mcwients to refer tb the subject, I will say, that in addition 
5 thfe rijany objections urgied agalhst Ijcvbis Cos^?, the candi^aie of thfe Democratic 
liifyjihe whole country tthderstands that he is pledged to carry out the dbbtrincs 
^ Jmes K. PoIJk; and this is a fatal objection to him in tay estimatioti. 

thbugh our political opponents assert thai ZACHARY TAYLOR, the Whig 
lijdiHtite for the Presidency, has no principles, they a^ert what they know, or 
^fehtto know, is not tfUe; and I will now refer to some of the jjKfec?p?P3 publicly 
S^ed by him. In his letter to Capt. J. S. ABison of lhe22d April, 1848, he says : 

Batok Rocoe, Jptil 22, 1948. , 

sir: Myt)piniori8 have recently been so dflen mii^conccrrefl hhd Aiigrepresented, that I deem 
Idoe to myself) if not to niy friends, to itiiake a brief eKpotdtion of them upon the topics to whicii you 
foe called my altdntion. 

jhiWve consented to the u^e of my fiamb as a cartdiclale for the J*residfeScy. I litivB fVankly avow- 
MWf own-dieftlruBtof my fitneJiS for that high'stat:9rt ; but havirtg-j ^ th* fcoHfeltatidn of matty of my 
tifpttymen, taken my position a* a chndidate, I do not feel at iibitty 1o ebri«ndet that position unbl 
^^Bds manifest a vish that .1 should retire from it. 1 will then moBt gladly do «o. i have no pri- 
i|le,purposes io aocompliah — no party projects to build up — ^no «nemie» to punish — nothing to servie 
ftliny tocifitry. 

•"^JtaVe been very 6ften ad<fr'6^e* by Scttet, and ffiy oplhtotts hkv* Wn asked *ij)0t> felmowt «vcff 

CtA that nlighc occur to the writers as affecting the mterests <o£ their oduntry or Iheir party. I 
Dot always responded to these inquiries, for various reasohs, 
"I confess, whilst I have grcjit cardinal principles which will rogulate my political life, I am not 
aficiently faniiliar with all the minute details of political legislation to give solemn pledges to exert 
■rinfluence, if I were President, to carry out this or defeat that measure. I have no concealment. 
Isold no opinion which 1 would not reacily proclaim to my assembled countrymen ; but crude im- 
nwdons upon matters of policy, which may be right to-day and wrong to-morrow, are, perhaps, not 
fla best test of fitness for office. One who cannot be trusted without pledges, cannot be confided in 
■erely on account of them. 
"I will proceed, however, now to respond io your inquiries. 

" flirsf. I reiterate what I have often said — I am a Whig, but not an ultra Whig. If elected, I would 
ttftbe the mere President of a party. I would endeavor to act independent of party domination. I 

X ikoaJd feel bound to administer the Government untrammelled by party schemes. 

3 " Second. The veto power. The power given by the Constitution to the Executive to interpose his 
1*9, is a high conservative power ; but, in my opinion, shoiild never be exercised except in cases of 

; flw riolation of the Constitution, or manifest haste and want of consideration by Congress. Indeed, 
liave thought that, for many years past, the known opinions and wishes of the Executive have ex- 

j Wased undue and injurious influenfce upon the legislative department of the Government; and for this 

4«*ielhave thought our system was in dangef of undergoing a great change from its true Uieory. 
uc personal opinions of the individual who may happen to occupy the Executive chair, ought not to 
Wrtrol the action of Congress upon questions of domestic policy ; nor ought his objections to be in« 
tl^xJued where questions of constituUonal power have been setllea by the various departments of Gov- 
(pnnent, and acquiesced in by the people. 

j^hird. Upon the subject of the tariff, the currency, the improvement of our great highways, ilvers, 
|||», and harbors, the will of the people, as expressed through their reprcscntaUvea ic Congress, ought " 
Ipw respected and carried out by the Executive. 

'^f burth. The Mexican war. I sincerely rejoice at the prospect of peace. My life has been de- 
lved to arms ; yet I look upon war at all Umes, and under a!i|circumstances, as a national calamity, 
fcne avoided if compatible with national honor. The principki of our Government, to well as its true 
fit>9, are opposed to the subjugation of other nations, and the dismemberment of other countries by 
t/ttfiutt. In the language of the great Washington, " Why should we quit our own, to stand oa for- 
1 *iP> ground ?" In the Mexican war, our national honor has been vindicated— amply vindicated ; and 



in dictating termo of peace, we may well afford to be forbearing, and even magnanimous, to our fallen 
foe. 

' "These »re my opinions upon the subjects referred to by you ; and any reports or publ'-^atinr .,, v/rit. 
ten or verbal, fronfi any source, differing -n any essential particular from what is here written, areujj. 
authorized cuid untrue. ' 

" I do not know that I shall again write upon the subject of national politics 1 shall enn;agc in n„ 
schemes, no combinations, no intrigues. If the American people have not confic'o.nce in me, tney ru^it 
not to give me their suffrages. If ihey do not, you know me well enough to believe me when Id^ 
cJare I shall be content. I am too old a soldier to murmur against such high authority. 

"TqCapt.J.S. Allison." , '• Z. TAYLOR." 

The principles herein avowed are Whig principles, and meet with a hearty re- 
sponse from the whole Whig party of the country. 

Gen. Taylor has announced to the country thnt he is a Whig. He gives his opin 
ions of the veto power. Upon the subjects of the tariff, the currency , the improve 
ment of our great highways, rivers, lakes, and harbors, he says, the will of the peo- 
ple ought to be re.spected and carried out by the Executive. He says that the per. 
sonal opinions of the President ought not to control the action of Congi ess uponques. 
lions ot domestic policy. In his letter to Mr. IngersoU he said: "At the last Presi- 
dential election, I was decidedly in favor of Mr. Clay's election, and would rm 
prefer seeing hjra in that office to any individual in the Union." And, having beeii 
made the Whig candidate of the whole country, every Whig will unite cordially iu 
his support. His admirable private and public, character — having been by profes- 
sion a soldier, but "rejoicing in pfeace," and on every occasion, during thewar witli 
Mexico, exhibiting the greatest courage and skill, with the utmost humanity— hi:; 
endeared him to all true American hearts. 

The character of ZACHARY TAYLOR, not only as one of the greatest generals 
of the age, but as an honest man and true patriot, is known and appreciated by the 
people. And our opponents might as well strive to stop the mighty course of the 
Mississippi, as it rolls its great volume of waters from the Rocky Mountains and the 
AUeghanies to the Gulf of Mexico, as to prevent the powerful voice of the peq)le 
from bearing him triumphantly to the White House on the 4th of March next. The 
opposition of factions have no terrors for me, for I believe . Ohio will cast her vote 
for ZACHARY TAYLOR by a large majority; and I believe; he will undoubtedly; 
be elected the next President by a vast majority of the people of the United States 
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APPENDIX. 



On till! first of March, 1784, :\ committee, consisting of Mr. Jepfeiison, of Virginia, Mr. Chase, of 
Maryland, and Mr. HoivEi.t, of Rhode Icland. submitted to Congress the following plan for the tem- 
porary government of the Wesiern Territory : 

The committee ajipointed to prepare a plan for the temporary government of the Western Ten itory ■ 
lave agreed to tlie following resolutions : 

Resolved, That the territory ceded or to be ceded hy individual States to the United States, whenso- 
ever the same shall have been purchased of the Indian inhabitants and olfered for sale by the United 
Slates, shall be formed into additional States, bounded in the following manner, as nearly as such ces- 
sions will admit ; that is to say, northwardly and southwardly by parallels of latitude, so tliat eaci 
State shall comprehend, from south to north, two degrees of latitude, beginnin:^ to count from t)i.- 
completion of thirty-one degrees north of the equator ; but any territory northwardly of the forty- 
seventh degree shall make part of the Slate next i)elow. And eastwardly and westwardiy they .^hal! 
be bounded, those on the Mississippi by that river on one side and the mc'-idian of the lowest point u; 
the rapids of the Ohio on the other ; and those adjoining on the east, by the same meridian on tiiei:- 
western side, and on their eastern by the meridian of the western cape of the mouth of the Great Ka- 
jawha. And the territory eastward of this last meridian, between the Ohio, Lake Erie, and Pennsyl- 
rania, shall be one State. 

That the settlers v/ithiri the territory so to be purchased and oiTered for sale shall, either on tlioi: 
own petition or on the order of Congress, receive authority from them, with appointments of tim 
and place, for their free male.T of full age to meet together for tlie purpose of establishing a temp(jrar'. 
Mvernment to adopt the constitution and laws of any one of these States, so that such laws nevertiu - 
m shall be subject to alteration by their ordinary legislature, and to erect, subject to a like alteration, 
counties or townshijis for the election of members for tlieir legislature. 

That such temporary government sliaU only continue in force in any State until it shall liave a. - 
jfflred twenty thousand free mhabitants, when, giving due proof thereof to Congress, they sliull re- 
lave from them authority, with appointments of time and place, (o call a convention of representatives 
to establish a permanent constitution and government for themselves. 

ProtiJed, That both the temporary and permanent governments be established on these principle.-; us 
llieir basis : 

1. That they shall forever remain a part of the United States of America. 

2. That in their persons, property, and territory, they shall be subject to the Government nt tii - 
llni'6d States in Congress assembled, and to the Articles of Confederation in all those aiscs in which 
lie original States shall be so subject. 

3. That they shall be subject to pay a part of the federal debts, contracted or to be contracted, to )m- 
ipportioned on them by Congress according to the same common rule and measure by which appor- 
sonmenLs thereof shall" be made on the other States. 

4. That their respective governments shall be in rcpubiic^m forms, and shall admit no person to Ix 
aciti;:en who holds any hereditary title. 

5. That after the year 1800 of the Cliristian era there shall be neither slavery nor involuntary ser- 
Titade in any of the said States, otherwise than in punishment of crimes, whereof the parly shall liavi 
!)een duly convicted to have been personally guilty. 

That whenever any of the said States shall have, of free inhabitants, as many as shall then be in 
07 one ef the least numerous of the thirteen original States, such State shall be admitted by its dele- 
?ttes into the Congress of the United States on an eq^ual footing with the said original States, after 
rtich the assent of two-thirds of the United States, in Congress assembled, shall be requisite in all 
lliose cases wherein, by the confederation, the as.sent of nine States is now required, provided the con- 
wt of nine Stales to such admission may be obtained according to the eleventh of the articles of con- 
Weration. Until such admission by their delegates into Congress, any of the said States, after the 
atablishment of their temporary government, .shall have authority to keep a sitting member in Con- 
pta, with a right of debating, but not of voting. 

Th&t the territory northward of the forty-fifth degree, that is to .say, of the completion of forty-five 
jjree* from the equator, and extending to the Lake of the Woods, shall be called Svlvania; that of 
«t«rritory under the forty-fifUi and forty-fourth degrees, that which lies westward of Lake Michigan, 
W be called Jtffc/i^'anui ,• and that which is eastward thereof, within the peninsula formed by the 
"wsand waters of Michigan, Huron, St. Clair, and Erie, shall be called Cheronesm, and shall include 
«rp4rt of the peninsula which may extend above the forty-fifth degree. Of the territory under the 
Wjr-third and forty-second degrees, that to the westward, llirough which the Assenisipi or Rock 
?er runs, shall be called *^sjfTji«;n<i ; and that to the eastward, in which are the fountains of the 
TOskingum, the two Miaitiies of Ohio, the Wabash, the Illinois, the Miami of the Lake, and the 
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Sanilutiky rivers, shall be called Mctrojwlamia. Of the territory which licf^ under tlic forty-first anJ 
4>rtieth cfe^rccs, the western, through which t!ie river Illinois runs, shall be called lUiiiGia ; that next 
adjoining, to the eastward, Saratoga ; and tliat between this last and Pennsylvania, and extending 
from the Ohio to Lake Erie, shall be called Washington. Of the territory which lies under the thirty, 
ninth and thirty-eighth degrees, to which shall be added so much of the point of land within the fork 
of the Ohio and Mississippi as lies under the thirty-seventh degree, that, to the westward, within and 
adjacent to which are the confluences of the rivera Wabash, Shawanee, Tanisee, Ohio, Illinois, Missis- 
si^ipi, and Missouri, shall bi called Polyiwtamia ; and that to the eastward, fartiier up the Ohio, other- 
,wiF. cMled the Pelisipi, shall be called Pelisijna. 

That all the preceding articles shall be formed into a charter of compacc, shall be duly executed by 
the President of the United States, in Congress assembled, under his hand and the seal of the United 
States, shall be promulgated, and shall stand as fundamental conditions between the thirteen ori|ina] 
States and those newly described, unalterable but by the joint consent of the United States, in Con. 
gress assembled, and of the particular State within which such alteration is proposed to be made. 



